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What is a Public Service Announcement?
A public service announcement (PSA) or public service ad is a type of advertisement featured on television, radio, print or other media. Whereas the objective of a standard advertisement is to market a product, a PSA is intended to change the public interest, by raising awareness of an issue, affecting public attitudes, and potentially stimulating action.
The most common topics of PSAs are health and safety. A typical PSA is part of a public awareness campaign to inform or educate the public about an issue such as obesity or compulsive gambling. The range of possible topics has expanded over time.
What makes a “good” (effective) public service announcement?
· Grabs the audiences attention
· Sends a specific, clear, and simple message

· Changes their behaviour
· Uses tone appropriately (humour is appropriate if used, is serious if called for)
Activity

Step 1: Watch our examples of PSAs

Step 2: Select an appropriate PSA topic from the list below. 
	Healthy Living

Healthy Eating / Nutrition

Physical Activity / Exercise

Emotional / Mental Health

Stress

Healthy / Unhealthy Relationships

Abusive Relationships

Child Abuse

Harassment 

Sexual Harassment

Bullying
	Safe and Caring Schools

Diversity / Multiculturalism

Sexual assault / Date Rape / Date Rape Drug

Road Safety – Drinking and Driving, Texting and Driving, Distracted Driving, Racing, Speeding

Safety and Injury Prevention

Worker Safety

Internet Safety

Cyber-Bullying
	Internet Predators 

Child Sexual Exploitation 

Healthy Sexual Decision Making

Unplanned / Teen Pregnancy

Sexually Transmitted Infections / Diseases

HIV / AIDS

Media Awareness / Influence of Media on Decision Making

Substance Abuse – Drugs, Alcohol, Tobacco


Step 3: Plan your PSA  
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Names in your group: _______________________________________________________
Topic: __________________________________________________________________
Why is this topic important? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
What are some facts you will include in your PSA? Find 5 reputable facts please. 
1.

2. 

3. 
4. 

5. 

What is your basic outline for your skit or presentation? 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
